
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S7531 June 12, 2007 
I yield the floor and will return when 

we have a vote on this matter. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Connecticut. 
Mr. LIEBERMAN. Madam President, 

first, I thank my friend from Min-
nesota, Senator COLEMAN, who has 
been very active in the construction of 
the so-called DRIVE Act. I thank him 
for his cosponsorship of this amend-
ment. I appreciate very much this is a 
bipartisan measure. 

I say to Senator DOMENICI, if I may, 
I wish to respond to his statement. The 
aim of this amendment is to build on— 
and I mentioned this earlier in my 
statement—all the extraordinary steps 
forward that are in the bill that has 
come out of the Energy Committee and 
the Commerce Committee. 

In other words, we are trying to do 
basically a couple of things with this 
amendment. One, it is true we are mov-
ing from the goal in the bill that just 
says gasoline to oil so that it includes 
all oil usage in the country. 

Second, basically, we are saying to 
the executive branch that over the 
time ahead, here are some national 
goals we are setting. You have author-
ity in law, and if this bill passes— 
thanks to the work that Senator 
DOMENICI and Senator BINGAMAN have 
done, and our friends on the Commerce 
Committee—the Government will have 
more authority. Put all those authori-
ties together in a package and tell us 
how you are going to use those au-
thorities to achieve the real goals in 
this bill. 

So this is not in any way intended to 
undermine the very progressive steps 
in the committee’s proposal, H.R. 6. It 
is intended to put a requirement on 
this administration and following ad-
ministrations to make sure that all the 
authorities they have in the law are 
used to achieve these goals. If they 
don’t feel they can do it with the au-
thorities they have, they can come 
back to us and ask for more. 

I yield to my friend from Minnesota. 
Mr. COLEMAN. Madam President, I 

second what my colleague has said. I 
applaud the underlying work on this 
bill. It is progressive. It is going to 
make a difference. 

What we are doing is simply building 
on that foundation and understanding 
that the issue of oil dependence is 
about oil dependence, and if we can 
move the ball forward, if we can give 
some specific tools to the administra-
tion—Congress is going to do the hard 
work. The Senator from New Mexico 
has done the heavy lifting. This is a 
very broad-based bill. There is a lot in 
this bill. I believe this amendment cer-
tainly has some responsibilities, and 
the executive branch needs to be part 
of the solution. I believe it is appro-
priate for Congress to give them this 
kind of direction. We will all benefit. 
But it certainly builds on a very steady 
foundation that the Senator from New 
Mexico has put forth, and I applaud 
him for doing that. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. 

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Madam President, 
I will add, unless Senator DOMENICI 
wishes to speak, I will suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum but not quite yet. 

Senator COLEMAN has a good point. 
We are supporting the bill. It is a very 
significant step forward coming out of 
the committees. Again, I thank Sen-
ator BINGAMAN and Senator DOMENICI 
for their bipartisan leadership on this 
bill. This amendment sets good, signifi-
cant goals for savings of oil consump-
tion by America over the next 23 years. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Illinois is recognized. 
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the time until 
5:45 today be for debate with respect to 
amendment No. 1508 and the time be 
equally divided and controlled in the 
usual form and no second-degree 
amendment be in order prior to the 
vote and that at 5:45 p.m., the Senate 
proceed to vote in relation to the 
amendment, without further inter-
vening action or debate. 

Mr. DOMENICI. Reserving the right 
to object, what were the last two lines? 

Mr. DURBIN. The Senate proceed to 
vote in relation to the amendment, 
without further intervening action or 
debate, at 5:45. 

Mr. DOMENICI. I have half the time? 
Mr. DURBIN. Yes, you do. 
Mr. DOMENICI. I have no objection. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, if 

there is no one here to speak directly 
to the amendment at this point, I 
would like to speak to the bill under 
this unanimous consent request. I will 
yield if someone comes to the floor to 
speak directly to the amendment, No. 
1508. 

This week in the Senate we are con-
sidering an energy bill, the Renewable 
Fuels Consumer Protection and Energy 
Efficiency Act of 2007. This legislation 
is built upon a goal we believe in, the 
goal to move America in a new energy 
direction which will enhance our na-
tional security and strengthen our 
economy while protecting the Earth on 
which we live. 

This new energy direction calls upon 
the strength of America: innovation, 
ingenuity, creativity. We are calling 
for improvements in energy efficiency, 
development of cleaner alternative 
fuels, investment in research and de-
velopment for new technology, im-
provements to fuel economy, and 
stronger consumer protection. 

If we do not take steps to use our en-
ergy resources more wisely and instead 
continue on the path we have followed, 
we threaten our Nation’s future, we 
risk our economic security, and we fail 
to protect our country and our children 
from the growing threats of global 
warming. If we continue on the path 
from where we have been, we will be 
left behind as others around the world 
who recognize the growing demand for 
energy make their own advancements 
in harnessing renewable resources and 

improving energy efficiency. We will 
fall behind as a nation and, instead of 
being leaders of innovation, we will be 
followers, reliant on others. 

Business as usual will not improve 
our economy or make our Nation more 
secure. A new energy direction for our 
country will create jobs and grow our 
economy. Here are some facts, for a 
moment, to put it in perspective. 

Every day, we consume 20.8 million 
barrels of oil, 14,000 barrels per minute, 
over 10,000 gallons per second—25 per-
cent of all the oil produced in the world 
consumed here in the United States. 
Over 60 percent of the oil we use is im-
ported. This figure may grow to 70 per-
cent over the next two decades, with 
about half of the increase coming from 
members of the OPEC oil cartel, many 
with whom we have relationships that 
are shaky at best. The thirst for oil 
costs us $291 billion annually on oil im-
ports, with 38 percent of this money 
going to OPEC. 

In 2006, the top five integrated oil 
companies made $119 billion in profits. 
Making money is not a bad thing, but 
that is a recordbreaker. Since 2005, 
when the Senate last considered energy 
policy, gasoline prices have gone up 45 
percent. Since the election of this 
President, gasoline prices in America 
have doubled. In my State, 2 years ago, 
we paid $2.19 a gallon. Today, the aver-
age is $3.35; in Chicago, $3.50. The 
cheapest gasoline I could find 10 days 
ago in Chicago, $3.75 a gallon. In the 
past 5 years, we have witnessed a 136- 
percent increase in gas prices and an 
83-percent increase in diesel fuel prices. 
Think about the added shipping costs, 
manufacturing costs, and agricultural 
costs associated with this. 

Three factors are at work here: the 
industry’s failure to reinvest enough of 
their profits to expand refinery capac-
ity, the increasing global demand for 
world oil resources, and our failure to 
reduce consumption. In order to help 
reduce our dependence on imported oil 
and break us from these ever-increas-
ing costs, this bill calls for strength-
ening renewable fuel standards. 

A century ago, Henry Ford’s Model T 
was the first flex-fuel vehicle. It could 
run on both gasoline and ethanol. Ford 
knew that fuel could be found in many 
places, even fermented. 

Here we are today, a century later, 
encouraging the production of bio- 
based renewable fuels in order to dis-
place a portion of our petroleum thirst. 
This Energy bill calls for an increase in 
the domestic production of clean, re-
newable fuels to 8.5 billion gallons in 
2012 and 36 billion in 2022. It specifi-
cally calls for an increase in advanced 
biofuels, those not derived solely from 
corn. This provision would save 1.4 mil-
lion barrels of oil a day and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. Another pro-
vision in this bill will save us 1.5 mil-
lion barrels of oil a day and also reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

For the first time in 30 years, this 
bill raises fuel economy standards for 
cars and trucks to 35 miles a gallon by 
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